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Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome to the new school year at Crawshawbooth Primary School. I hope you and your families have enjoyed a restful summer break and are ready for what promises to be an exciting and enriching year ahead.
At Crawshawbooth Primary School, our core values of Respect, Resilience and Curiosity are at the heart of everything we do. We are committed to helping every child develop not only academically but also as an individual, becoming kind, confident and responsible members of our community. Through showing respect for themselves and others, demonstrating resilience when faced with challenges and maintaining a curiosity about the world around them, we aim to nurture lifelong learners who are ready to embrace new opportunities and achieve their full potential.
We are incredibly proud of our dedicated and highly skilled teachers and support staff, who work tirelessly to bring out the very best in every child. We firmly believe that children achieve the greatest success when school and home work together in partnership. If you ever have concerns, questions, information to share, or feel your child would benefit from additional support, our doors are always open. We value your feedback and insights, as no one knows your child better than you. By working together, celebrating successes and overcoming challenges as a team, we can ensure that every child is supported to thrive and reach their full potential.
Alongside academic learning, we are passionate about creating lifelong memories and meaningful experiences for every child. This year promises to be another exciting and action-packed one, with a wide range of sporting opportunities, team competitions, educational visits, enrichment activities and special events. We will continue to provide as many opportunities as possible for children to participate, develop new skills and discover talents they may never have realised they had. Our aim is to ignite passions, build confidence and create experiences that children will remember for years to come. Above all, we want every child to love coming to school, feel a sense of belonging and arrive each day excited to learn, grow and be part of our wonderful school community.
At Crawshawbooth Primary School, we believe that reading is the gateway to all learning. A strong foundation in reading opens doors to every area of the curriculum, develops imagination and creativity, builds confidence and communication skills and helps children to better understand the world around them. We are passionate about fostering a lifelong love of reading and recognise the vital role that families play in supporting children on their reading journey. Working together, we can ensure that every child develops the knowledge, skills and enthusiasm needed to become a successful and confident reader.
In line with the Ofsted framework and Early Reading expectations, the children’s reading books are closely matched to the phonics phase your child is currently working within. Your child will therefore bring home a reading book that is carefully matched to their current stage of reading development.
The Early Reading expectations are that:
"Pupils read books in school and at home that match the sounds they can sound-blend and that have few exception words. Pupils re-read books to build up fluency."
"Pupils do not read books at school or home that expect them to: guess words using pictures, context or repetitive refrains; learn words by sight without this being underpinned by sounds pupils know; decode words with sounds they have not been taught."
Please support your child by reading this book regularly at home. It is a good idea for them to read the book more than once, as repeated reading helps to develop fluency and confidence. Please refer to the attached reading diagram for guidance on how to structure reading throughout the week. If your child finds a word tricky, encourage them to sound it out and blend the sounds together. If necessary, tell them the word and make a note of the difficulty in the Reading Record comments section. Many books also contain guidance inside the cover to help support discussion and comprehension.
Your child will continue to bring home a recommended read book. This book may contain phonics patterns and vocabulary that your child has not yet been taught. We encourage you to support your child by reading this book to them or sharing the reading together.
To support this reading structure, we have invested significantly in expanding and improving our reading resources. We kindly ask that all books are returned promptly. If a book is not returned following three reminders, we will ask for a contribution of £5.00 towards the cost of replacing it.
Please enjoy reading with your child and take the opportunity to talk together about the books they bring home.
Your comments in the Reading Record help us to understand your child's preferences, successes and challenges. They also enable us to provide the best possible support for their reading journey. For further guidance on supporting reading at home, please speak to your child's teacher, visit our school website or attend one of our upcoming reading workshops.
Thank you once again for your ongoing support. We are very much looking forward to working with you throughout the year ahead. Please do not hesitate to contact the school if you have any questions.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Yours sincerely,
Chris Willan
Headteacher
Crawshawbooth Primary School
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